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Contact Fr. Mircea to
schedule an appointment

Click here for
CHURCH CALENDAR

In fiecare an, pe data de
30 ianuarie, sunt praznuiti
Sfintii Trei Ierarhi: Vasile
cel Mare, Grigorie de Nazianz
si Ioan Gura de Aur. Aceasta
sarbatoare semnifica unitatea
crestinilor. Dupa ani de dis-
pute intre comunitatile
crestine, pe tema - cine este
mal mare ca teolog dintre cei
trei ierarhi, s-a hotarat in ur-
ma visului pe care l-a avut
episcopul Ioan al Evhaitelor, in
bizantin
Alexios I Comnenul (1081-

1118), ca 30 Ianuarie sa fie zi-

timpul Imparatului

ua de cinstire comuna a celor
treil ierarhi.

Al:lA CARE LUCREAZA, MINTEA CARE
GANDESTE S| GURA CAREVORBESTE

Sfantul VASILE CEL
MARE, episcop al Cezareii Ca-
padociei, s-a nascut in anul ju-
rul anului 329. A studiat cu
celebri in

retori s1 filosofi

Cezareea, Constantinopol si
Atena. A elaborat regulile mo-
nahale s1 a luptat impotriva
arienilor. A lasat multe scrieri

dogmatice, omilii si canoane.

A trecut la cele vesnice la 1
lanuarie 379, fara a se bucura
de triumful dreptei credinte
impotriva ereticilor, lucru
infaptuit la Sinodul al II-lea
Ecumenic.

(continuare pag. 3)

UESTIONS ABOUT
HOLY WATER

Q. Does holy water have
magical powers? A. No. But it is
matter that is “spirit-bearing”
which brings the blessing of God,
cleansing, healing, and can be used
for every purpose that is expedient.
Q. Where should I keep the holy
water? A. Some keep the holy wa-
ter in their icon corner and others
in the refrigerator.

Q. When should I drink holy
water? A. When you feel a spiritual
need, that is when you find yourself
strongly tempted; feel in an evil way;
are about to set out on a journey; will
miss the divine services; before a diffi-
cult encounter; in illness, afflictions,
etc.. It is the custom of some pious
people to take a drink of holy water
the first thing every day before they
eat or drink anything else (not on days
when they receive Holy Communion).
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OUR 2020 PLEDGE / WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK all
DONATION our members and supporters for their pray-
ers, steady support and love, for paying
Submit your 2020 Pledge/ Donation. dues and making sacrifices to show how
The mission of our parish is to spread the much they care. Likewise, we thank all
Word of God, to grow, to expand, to im- |those who served the parish in Council, La-
prove and not just to preserve our tradi- dies Auxiliary, Church activities or any

other capacities. May God, who sees your
sincere efforts bless you with His Grace
and brighten your life during the coming

_ _ year and forever!
mission of our parish, through prayer, VA MULTUMIM!

tions.
Our parish shouldn’t become stale, but
pursue holiness. We strive to fulfill the

work and sacrifice.

Prayer — because we are called to “pray 'T H A N '<

without ceasing” (1 Thess. 5:17); work — be-

cause we are taught to increase the talents y @ U /
given to us (Matt. 25: 14-30); and sacrifice =

— because "everyone to whom much is giv-

en, from him will much be required” (Luke We would like to thank everyone
12:48). who brought food for the CHRISTMAS

Please be generous as the Lord is gener- Reception. Your effort is appreciated
ous to you. When completing your pledge and we enjoyed the delicious food and
for the new year, please consider raising pastries.

your level of giving. Our church cannot op-

. i . o Multumim tuturor persoanelor care
erate without your financial contributions. ’ p

au adus mancare $i prajituri pentru

Our parish will grow only through your i y
receptia de CRACIUN.

prayers, work and generous sacrifice.

When you are generous, you are not be-

stowing a gift, but repaying a debt. Every- We would like to thank our sponsors:

' thing you possess materially comes from Iuliana & Igor Untura ($250) &
God, who created all things. And every Petre & Vera Didenco ($250) and to
spiritual and moral virtue you possess is chairpersons St Nicholas Fish Din-
through divine grace. Thus, you owe every- ner: Octavian Cornea, Adrian Pirvu &
thing to God. More than that, God has giv- Fiodor Didenco ,to all hard working
en you his Son, to show you how to live: volunteers for their help preparing and
how to use your material possessions, and serving the food, set up the tables &

cleaning after dinner. From the bottom

how to grow in moral and spiritual virtue.

St. John Chrysostom of our hearts we thank you all for your

support and donations - $1,791
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Liturghia Sfantului Vasile cel Mare

Liturghia Sfantului Vasile cel Mare este
savarsita de zece ori pe an: in primele cinci du-
minici ale Postului Mare, in Joia Patimilor, in
ajunul Sf. Pasti, al Craciunului si Bobotezei, si
la 1 ianuarie, ziua de pomenire a Sf. Vasile. Cu
exceptia rugaciunilor de prefacere a darurilor
(anaforaua liturgica), ritualul este acelasi cu al
Liturghiei Sf. Ioan Gura de Aur.

Sfantul GRIGORIE DE NAZIANZ

Sfantul Grigorie de Nazianz s-a nascut in
jurul anului 330, in Arianz, langa Capadocia.
Sub influenta mamei sale Nona, el se in-
crestineaza si mai tarziu devine episcop de Na-
zianz. A participat la hirotonia Sf. Vasile la
Cezareea, si s-a opus incercarilor imparatului

" Valens (371) de a rasturna ortodoxia in fa-
voarea arianismului. In 374, el preia scaunul
episcopal de Nazianz, insd nu pentru multa
vreme, deoarece se retrage, dupa numai un an,
la Seleucia in Isauria, dedicandu-se vietil con-
templative. Revine pentru a organiza Biserica
din Constantinopol. Aici el va tine cinci omilii
despre dumnezeirea Logosului. Aceste cinci Cu-
vantari teologice 11 vor aduce mai tarziu nu-
mele de "Teologul". Pentru profunzimea ga-
ndirii sale, a primit numele de "Mintea care ga-

ndeste”. A trecut la viata vesnica in anul
- 389/390.

Sfantul IOAN GURA DE AUR

Sfantul Ioan Gura de Aur sau Ioan Hrisos-
tom s-a nascut la Antiohia, in jurul anului 354.
S-a calugarit in anul 368. In anul 386 a fost hi-
rotonit preot si a primit misiunea de predica-
tor, iar in 397 a fost numit arhiepiscop al Con-
stantinopolului. S-a ostenit pentru raspandirea
credintei adevarate si convertirea la Ortodoxie
a gotilor arieni de la Dunare. Doctrina teologica

a Sf. Ioan poartd amprenta preocuparilor
sale majore, si anume, exegeza biblica si ac-
tivitatea pastorala.

In problema cunoasterii lui Dumnezeu,
Ideea de
Dumnezeu este innascuta sufletului ome-

el este deosebit de explicit.

nesc. Pe Dumnezeu nu-L putem cunoaste ce
este El in Sine, stim doar ca El exista. Pre-
tentiile anomeilor, care sustineau ca il pot
cunoaste pe Dumnezeu, tot asa cum
Dumnezeu se cunoaste pe Sine, le clasifica

drept nelegiuiri si nebunii.

Despre preotie

"Tratatul Despre preotie, este una din
lucrarile Sfantului Ioan Gura de Aur cu cea
mai larga circulatie. Se crede ca a fost scris
intre anil 381-386, cand era diacon. Este
conceput in sase carti, sub forma unui dia-
log. Sf. Ioan fixeaza principiile de baza si
recomandarile cele mai adecvate cu privire
la recrutarea clerului si sensul exceptional
al preotiei.

Preotia este "semnul iubirii lui Hris-
tos”, 1ar lucrarea preoteasca este o taina in-
fricosatoare si sublimd in acelasi timp:
"Cand preotul invocd Sfantul Duh si squars-
este jertfa cea prea infricosatd, cand el sta in
continua atingere cu Stapdanul obstesc al tu-
turor, spune-mi, in ce rang il vom aseza? ...
In acele momente, ingerii asistd pe preot si
intreaga ceatd a puterilor ceresti strigd cu
voce tare, iar locul din jurul jertfelnicului se
umple  spre Celur Ce
asezat" (Despre preotie, cartea VI, 4).

cinstea sta

Sa aveti un an binecuvantat!

La Muli,:i Ani Tuturor!
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Catalina Morarasu $ 200

Vera & Petru Didenco $ 150

Corina Tasi $ 200

Mariana & Eugen Feraru $75

Gabriela Jancik $ 50

Adrian & Doina Nistor $ 100

Dorina & Mihaly Vicze Turcean $ 150

Cleopatra Cabuz $ 200 CHRISTMAS
Mary Zeimet $ 50

Victor Bejinariu $ 50 DONATIONS

Doina & Cristian Neculescu $ 100
John & Georgia Omorean $ 100
Mihaela & Bogdan Baurceanu $ 100
Helena & Quirino Orlandi  $ 250

Cristina Nesseth $ 25
Paula Pascutol $ 25
Elena & Serban Simian $ 100

Crenguta & Ionut Ochian $ 300
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Gheorghe & Otilia Bobeica
Irinel & Ovidiu Ardeleanu
Constanta & John Korolchuk $ 100

Maria Tudor
Liliana Badea
FR. Mircea & Psa Anca
Andrei & Ana Bortnov
Popa George
Maria & Tudor Felea

We would like to thank Psa
Anca Vasiu, Larisa lurcu &
Ana Westervelt who pre-

pared the Christmas program
with our children this year
and to all the parents who
brought their children for

Christmas program.

$ 50
$ 100

$ 100
$ 25
$ 75
$ 53
$ 50
$ 50

Nicholas & Carolyn Manciu $ 40

Margaret Yuong
Alina & Radu Rimbu
Romell & Maria Alaman
Anaca & Ryan Flynn
Anghel Stoian
Ton Capatana

Anca Zamfirescu

$ 20
$ 50
$ 100
$ 100
$ 300
$ 100
$ 50
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If you would like to donate, win-
ter clothes, nonperishable food
for FOCUS, please bring it at the

parish hall on Sunday. Also, if you
would like to DONATE WIN-
TER CLOTHES and shoes for
FOCUS, please contact Fr. Mircea

Vasiu.

[MON THLY OFFERIN GS]

ABOUT THE CALENDARS /

DESPRE CALENDARE

Calendarele de perete $6 — se

pot procura de Epitropi =

administrator al unui bun, in

special al unei biserici (in spate, la

lumanari). Pocket calendar $5

American wall calendar - are

FREE and are now available from

the Trustees = a layman who takes

care of the secular business of

running a church.

Anonymous $ 400 - Pledge donation
Mary Zeimet $50 -IMO Mary Popa
John  Omorean $ 50 -IMO Sabina Panait
Virginia Cornea $ 50 - Pledge donation
Manciu Nicholas $ 80 - Pledge donation
Georgia Omorean $ 25 -IMO Sabina Panait
Liliana Badea $ 25 - Pledge donation

Mariana Feraru $ 25 -IMO her father Marin

$ 250 -IMO of his brother
Traian Omorean

John  Omorean

Mary Zeimet $ 25 -IMO of Traian
Omorean
Tudor Elena $ 40 - Pledge donation

Speranta Teisanu $30
Diana Trifa $ 500
Dan & Stefania Luca $ 150

2019 MEMBERSHIP (payed last month)

Felea Tudor
Cornea Octavian
Manciu Nicholas
Nistor Adrian
Viorel Gheorghe
Teisanu Speranta
Adrian Pirvu
Adrian Rimbu
Ana Westervelt
Ardeleanu Irinel

Cristian Neculescu

Felea Maria
Gerald Larson
Larson Juliann
Nistor Doina
Bobeica Gheorghe
Poenaru Livia
Cora Pirvu
Bortnov Valeriu
Bobeica Gheorghe
Ardeleanu Ovidiu

Doina Neculescu
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CANDLES IN THE FRONT AND INSIDE THE ALTAR

On 12/06, 2019 by Georgia Omorean IMO father & brother Nicholas; and for
good health of nephew Nicholas;

idii 4 gidp oo
;.i.-g 74 On 12/15, 2019 — donate de Livia & Liviu Poenaru in memoria fratelui Marian -

< >

Dumnezeu sa-| odihneasca in pace!

On 12/22, 2019 - donated by Liuba & Fiodor Didenco for thei son Andreica
birthday - La multi ani!

On 12/25, 2019 - donate Adrian & Cora Pirvu pentru sindtatea familie;

On 12/29, 2019 - donate Silvia & Cezar Panait in memoria

maei Sabina - Dumnezeu si-0 odihneasca in pace! A DONATION FOR
ALTAR CANDLES IS

$50

COMING EVENTS

1. House blessing — starting on January 5, 2020 - to schedule an appointment, please call Fr.
Mircea at 734-497-4544. On Saturday, January 11 — FR. Mircea will be in Rochester MN from
9:00am.

2. Cooperative Catechism WINTER/SPRING 2020 (free courses) — every Monday night 7:00pm —
9:00pm, starting with January 6, 2020 at St George Greek Orthodox Church — 1111 Summit Ave,
St Paul, MN 55105. For more information go to PLEASE REGISTER
ONLINE:

3. Parastas service for Fr. Mihai Cerghizan on Sunday, January 19 after Divine Liturgy

4. St. John Dinner- Sunday, January 26, 2020 at 12:30 pm For more details see the flyer or our
web site www.saintmarymn.org

St . John Dinner SPONSORS - wanted
We are looking for St John Dinner Sponsors. It can be one family or more as sponsors. If you like to be a
sponsor / to donate for St John Dinner (IMO of someone named John or other names; for good
heath...etc) please contact Tudor Felea or Fr. Mircea for details.

5. SYNOD - General Assembly — Sunday, February 16, 2020 at 11:30 am (Divine Liturgy at 9:30am)



http://www.stgeorgegoc.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfjL92VdAG8E7D-DNeK2QkYfNip2oJyM9dW6tt-qI249J-PHQ/viewform
http://www.saintmarymn.org

St /%/‘/ Fomanian Qrthodow Charch

St. Jokn Dirner

SUNDAY - January 26, 2020

Dinner served at 12:30 p.m. after Divine Liturgy

Green Salad

¥ Sl e Trqdifional Romanian B?cm Soup
(Ciorba de fasole cu ciolan)
o am,, Cabbage rolls , (Sarmale)
authentic Baked Chicken,
Romanian Baked Potatoes, (cartofi natur)
Dliawner! Traditional Romanian Pastries

SPONSDRS

WEEC ™ e

854 Woodbridge
(at 189 Atwater St.)
St Paul, MN 55117
651-488-5669
www.saintmarymn.org
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HOUSE BLESSINGS
BINECUVANTAREA CASELOR DE BOBOTEAZA

Binecuvantarea casel este o ierurgie prin care
Biserica vine in casa noastra. Crucea de pe
Sfantul Altar este adusa in casa noastra, iar casa
este sfintita cu aghiasma mare; se fac rugaciuni
pentru familie, pentru binele lor si binecuvan-
tarea anului in care am intrat.

The home blessing is a sacred service when the
Church comes into our home. The Cross from the
Holy Altar will be brought on our family table
and the house will be blessed with Holy Water.

During the Feast of Theophany we also cele-
brate the Agiasmos or Holy Water Great Blessing
service. Remembering Christ’s Baptism and
cleansing of Jordan River, we ask Him and the
Holy Spirit to cleanse and sanctify the water of-
fered Him. Then the priest takes the holy water

and sprinkles the faithful. To empha-
size the reality, a strong Orthodox tra-
dition at the time of Theophany is for
the faithful to invite the priest to their
home to bless it with the Holy Water.
Thereby, the sanctifying waters of Jor-
dan are brought into each and every
home to make holy its structure and
inhabitants.

Fr. Mircea will start to bless hous-
es on Friday, January 5 through
February 2, 2020. Pentru a stabili da-
ta si ora pentru sfintirea caselor, vd
rugam sd sunati pe Pr. Mircea Vasiu
734-497-4544 sau scrietli un mesaj la
frmirceavasiu@yahoo.com. Va
multumim!

CUM ASTEPTAM VIZITA
PARINTELUI?

Pe o fata de masa, asezati un vas cu apa
rece, o lumanare, o icoana sau o cruce si lista
(pomelnicul) cu numele celor vii din familie.
Va rugam opriti televizorul sau radio. Daca
aveti musafiri, explicati-le semnificatia
slujbei si invitati-1 sa participe la rugaciune.
La sfarsitul rugaciunii, luati lumanarea si
conduceti pe Parintele prin camera, ca sa fie
sfintite.

WHILE WAITING FOR THE PRIEST

On a festive tablecloth please set a bowl
with fresh water, a candle and an icon or
a cross and the list of names (Dyptics or
Pomelnic) of all the living members of the
household to be remembered in prayer.
Please turn TV or radio off and refrain
from smoking during service. If you are
having guests, please explain to them
what this means and invite them to pray
with us.

We need your input! 2020 Parish Council ¢

Every New Year is a new beginning! We are now about to elect a
new Council and we need new ideas. The Nominating Committee for
the new Parish Council has been appointed. The members of the com-
mittee will present to the Parish Assembly — Synod — a list of members
to be approved for this service. WE NEED FAITHFUL MEN AND
WOMEN OF ALL PROFESSIONAL AND SKILLS, in order to have
an affective and capable council next year. If you are a member and
like to be part of St. Mary Parish Council next year, please contact one
of the nominating committee: Fr. Mircea, Tudor Felela, or Adrian Pir-

vu. Thank you.

=, THEOPHAHY -
>
)
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Inspirati de jertfa personala a Mantuitorului Iisus Hristos, ca o expresie a
credintei lor, Crestinii ofera periodic donatii Bisericii. In SUA Bisericile nu
sunt subventionate de Stat si, astfel, viata parohiilor este sustinuta doar prin
donatii vonluntare, mese si activitati menite sa genereze fonduri.

Din astfel de fonduri parohia trimite $60 pe membru la Sfanta Episcopie,
plateste facturile pentru intretinerea proprietatii bisericii (electric, gaz,
gunoi, apa, canal, asigurare, reparatii, etc.) salariul preotului si cheltuielile
casei parohiale. Din perspectiva duhovniceasca, se cuvine ca fiecare persoana
botezata si matura (peste 18 ani) sa sprijine misiunea sfanta a parohiei.

In acest sens, taxa anuala este doar acel minimum care indreptateste pe
un credincios adult, orthodox, de peste 18 ani, sa fie privit ca membru spir-
itual activ si sprijinitor al Bisericii. Aceasta taxa ($125/ an) a fost hotarata de
Adunarea Generala a parohiei noastre.

Va reamintim tuturor si va rugam sa sprijiniti Biserica, trimitand taxa de
membrie cat mai curand posibil. Speram ca toti credinciosii nostri sa in-
teleaga nevoile reale ale Bisericii si sa ne ajute cu darurile dragostei si
credintei lor.

CONVOCATION

In compliance with the Constitution and By-laws of The Romanian Orthodox Episco-
pate of America (ARTICLE IX, SECTION 25), we hereby call to order:

The Parish Annual General Assembly of St. Mary, St Paul, MN, to
convene on Sunday, February 16th, 2020 at 11:30 am at social hall.

The following agenda will be presented:

1) Invocation of the Holy Spirit.

2) Roll Call of the 2019 membership

3) Approval of the Agenda

4) Selection of two (2) tellers (to count the votes).

5) Reading of the minutes of the last meeting of the Parish Council.

6) Discussion and approval of oral reports given by the parish priest, Council & aux-
iliary presidents.

7) Financial Report for 2019 given by the treasurer and auditors.

8) Recommendations of the Parish Council.

9) Proposed Budget for 2020.

10)Election of the 2020 Parish Council.

11)End of the Assembly / Closing Prayer




