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Don’t social
distance from

God.
He is essential for us!

The Parish Annual
General Assembly
of St. Mary R.O.C. to
convene on Sunday,
February 14, 2021
at 12:00 pm
ONLINE on ZOOM
& for those who can-
not online at social
hall. Meeting ID:
805 270 6936
Passcode: synod

Click here for
CHURCH CALENDAR

AUTA MEREU SA-I Fll BINEPLACUT LUI

DUMNEZEU

In tot ce faci sl In toata
vremea cauta a bineplacea lui
Dumnezeu si gandeste-te sa-ti
mantuiesti sufletul de pacat si
de diavolul si sa-l predai lui
Dumnezeu. Ridicandu-te din
astemut, fa-ti Cruce si zi: "In
numele Tatalui si al Fiului si
al Sfantului Duh“ s1 apoi:
,,fnvrednice;ste-md, Doamnne,
in ziua aceasta, fara de pdcat
sd ma pazesc” si ,,fnva;d-md sa
fac voia Ta” (Din doxologia de
la Utrenie).

Daca te speli sau te imbaie-

zi, zi. ,,Stropi-md-vei cu isop,
Doamne, si mad voi curdti®
,,spala-ma-vei si mai decdt

zapada ma vei albi® (Psalmul
50, 9). Cand imbraci haine cu-
rate, gandeste-te la curatia

Inimii s1 roaga pe Domnul, cu
mima curata: ,,Inima curatd
zideste intru mine,
Dumnezeule” (Psalmul 50, 11).

Iar daca imbraci haine noi,

gandeste-te la 1nnoirea
duhului, si zi: ,,Si cu duh
stapanitor ma intdreste

(Psalmul 50, 12). lar atunci
cand te desparti de o haina
veche de care ti1 s-a scarbit, ga-
ndeste-te la despartirea cu
scarba de omul cel vechi,
patimas, trupesc.

De mananci painea cu care
te hranesti zilnic, gandeste-te
la painea cea adevarata, cea
care da sufletului viata vegnica
- Trupul si Sangele lui Hristos
- 51 doreste-o.

(Cont. pagina 3)

F EARLESS LOVE

The Evangelist John writes a
long passage about many as-
pects of love in verses, chapter
2: 18 - 3: 20 of his first epistle.

The opening verses express
both sorrow and urgency. John
reminds his readers that they
have heard that the "antichrist

is coming." In the next verses
he describes the "antichrist" as
people who "went out from us."
They left the body of believers
to which they once belonged,
and now teach falsehoods,
denying "that Jesus 1is the
Christ." (count. in page 2)
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Of course John is sorrowful because
these souls have abandoned the faith, but
he 1s also reminding his readers, who
have continued to be followers of Christ,
that they were "anointed by the Holy
One." He urgently warns them to "let
what you heard in the beginning abide in
you." This is essential for us if we are to
"have confidence and not shrink from him
in shame at His coming."”

The Greek word translated as
"confidence" means a kind of boldness,
the kind we ask for in the Divine Liturgy
when we pray that God will enable us to
say the Lord's Prayer "with boldness and
without condemnation." Only those who
love Christ enough to accept Him as what
He says He is—God's divine Son—can

have this boldness or confidence. They -

trust Him and believe He tells the truth.
Their love is not shadowed by the doubt
that turned the "antichrists" away from
Him. Doubt creates fear, but their love 1s
a fearless love.

Chapter 3 begins with a wonderful
declaration: "See what love the Father
has given us, that we should be called
children of God."” Then, immediately fol-
lowing these stirring words, John writes
that if we accept this incredible love, the

world will not know us, because 1t does
not know God.

For some people, the idea of being
"unknown" by the world causes great
fear. They take pride in their worldly po-
sition and achievement, and would fear
losing those things if they focused on the
life to come. They are too fearful to have
fearless love.

Next John writes that "we are God's
children now; what we will be has not yet
been revealed. What we do know is this:
when He is revealed, we will be like Him,
for we will see Him as He is.” These
words call us to trust God, like children,
and leave the future to Him rather than
try to figure it out. But this lack of con-
trol causes fear in some people.

St. Mariamna, the sister of the apos- |
tle Philip, is an example of fearless love.
She accompanied her brother as he trav-
eled to spread the Gospel, and preached
with him. Even when he was killed, she
didn't give up, and she didn't become an-
gry at God, or embittered by her loss.
She continued to trust God's plan, and
went on preaching for many more years.

That is fearless love.

WINTER/SPRING 2021 CATECHISM CLASSES

The Minnesota Eastern Orthodox Christian Clergy Association (MEOCCA) announces the

Winter/Spring classes for the Cooperative Catechism program (free).This Introduction to

Eastern Orthodoxy will take place on Monday evenings 7-9pm starting January [ Ith and

running approximately |2 weeks. Classes are free and are held Virtual via Zoom If

interested, please register at www.meocca.org.



http://www.meocca.org.
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Cauta sa te impartasesti cat mai des; de
bel apa sau ceai, sau vreo alta bautura, ga-
ndeste-te la bautura cea adevarata care
racoreste sufletul de vapaia pacatului, la
Preacuratul si de-viata datatorul Sange al
Domnului.

De te odihnesti ziua, gandeste-te la odih-
na ceas vesnica, pregatita celor ce se ne-
volesc pe pamant in lupta cu pacatul, cu
duhurile raului, cele de sub cer, cu nedrep-
tatile, ignoranta g1 grosolania; daca te culci
pentru somnul de noapte, gandeste-te la

somnul mortii mai devreme sau mai tar-
zlu, vom avea parte cu totil si la acea
infricogatoare noapte vesnica la care vor
fi osanditi toti cel ce nu ajung sa se
caiasca; de intampini in zori ziua, ga-
ndeste-te la lumina cea vesnica, neinse-
rata, dincolo de ziua cea luminata de
soare - zlua impérétiei cerurilor, de care
se vor bucura toti cei ce au bineplacut lui
Dunmezeu sau cei ce s-au cait din toata
inima 1in viata aceasta vremelnica.

De pleci la drum, gandeste-te la dru-
mul duhovnicesc cel drept, in fata lui
Dumnezeu si zi asa: ,,pasii mei indrep-
teazd-i, dupd cuvantul Tdu, $i sa nu ma
stapdneasca nici o faradelege” (Psalmul
118, 133). Orice ai face, fa gandindu-te la
Dumnezeu, Creatorul, Cel ce pe toate le-a
facut cu nemarginita intelepciune, cu

“bunatatea si atotputemicia Sa, pe tine |
creandu-te dupa chipul si asemanarea
Sa; de vel primi bani sau comori deose-
bite, sau daca le si ai, gandeste-te ca
nesecata noastra comoara, de la Care ne
vin toate comorile sufletului si trupului,
izvorul tuturor buna-atilor este
Dumnezeu; multumeste-I din tot sufletul
s1 nu-ti incuia avutia in tine si nu-ti
zavorl inima, nelasand sa intre in ea
comoara cea vie sl nepretuita -
Dumnezeu.

Free Meal Served to 150 at FOCUS House

A huge “Thank You” to the St. Mary’s parishioners who heeded the call “feed
the hungry” and provided dinner to all those who came to the FOCUS House on Sunday,
December 13, 2020. The food donation was made by John & Constanta Korolchuk &
Camelia Carey family and the desert was made by Irinel & Ovidiu Ardeleanu family.

Many thanks to Constanta Korolchuk & Irina Candet who prepared the dinner and to
Camelia Carey, Mirela Oliva & Irinel Ardeleanu who helped us to distribute the dinner.

Donations for FOCUS would be greatly appreciated. Please contact Fr. Mircea for
more details.
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imparte din avutul tau celor ce au nevoie si se
afla in suferinta, celor mai saraci dintre semenii
tai, saracii pentru aceasta si fiind lasati in viata
aceasta, pentru ca prin el sa facem dovada
dragostei si recunostintei fata de Dumnezeu si sa
ne invrednicim astfel de rasplata lui Dumnezeu in
vesnicie; de vel vedea alba stralucire a argintului,
nu te lasa sedus de ea, ci gandeste-te ca sufletul
trebuie sa fie alb si stralucitor, prin fapte bune,
intru Hristos; de vel vedea stralucirea aurului, sa
nu te lasi ademenit de ea, ci tine minte ca sufletul
trebuie sa-ti fie asemeni aurului, lamurit prin foc,
si ca Domnul doreste ca tu insuti sa stralucesti ca
soarele In vesnica impérétie a Tatalui Sau, ca sa
vezi neapropiatul Soare al Dreptatii, Dumnezeu
Cel in trei ipostasuri, pe Preasfanta Stapana no-
astra, de Dumnezeu Nascatoarea, si toate puterile
ceresti, si pe toti sfintii, in negraitd lumin3,
patrunsi de lumina revarsata peste ei si stralucind
de ea.

(Sf. Ioan de Kronstadt - Viata mea in Hristos)

ABOUT THE CALENDARS /
DESPRE CALENDARE

Calendarele de perete $6 —
se pot procura de Epitropi in
spate, la lumanari (epitrop =
administrator al unui bun, in
special al unei biserici)
Pocket 2021 CALENDAR
(Eng&Rom) - $5
American wall calendar -
are FREE and are now

availlable ... please take one .

[MON THLY OFFERINGS

2021 MEMBERSHIP

House blessing by Fr. Mircea - Boboteaza - $1,425

Anonymous
Nicolae Manciu
Ron Bongard
Grigore Dinca
Liliana Badea
Jerghiuta Mircea

Bogdan Baurceanu

Florea Adina

Doina Neculescu

Anca Zamfirescu

$ 500 - Pledge donation

$ 50 - Pledge donation

$ 250 - IMO Ann Bongard

$ 100

$ 25 - Pledge donation

$ 100

$ 100 - good health of his father

$ 100 - Paypal donation

$ 50 - Paypal pledge donation
$ 50 - Paypal pledge donation

Radu Stefan
Alexandr Bortnov
Prascovia Bortnova
Olga Kabulia
Bogdan Baurceanu
Mihaela Baurceanu
John Popa

Mary Zeimet

Psa Eugenia Cerghizan
Liliana Badea
Jerghiuta Mircea
Jerghiuta Loredana

Ivans Veronica

$ 150 - membership
$ 150 - membership
$ 150 - membership
$ 75 - membership
$ 150 - membership
$ 150 - membership
$ 150 - membership
$ 150 - membership
$ 150 - membership
$ 150 - membership
$ 150 - membership
$ 150 - membership
$ 150 - membership
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CANDLES IN THE FRONT AND INSIDE THE ALTAR

TS "‘j” On 01/06/ 2021 - donated Gabriela Jancik IMO her father Ion-
= Dumnezeu sa-1 odihneasca in pace!
On 01/07/ 2021 - donate de Felea family IMO their father Ion -
<> Dumnezeu sa-1 odihneasca in pace!
On 01/10, 2021 - donated by John Omorean IMO his grandfather Ion & all
Johns; Dumnezeu sa-i1 odihneasca in pace!
On 01/17/ 2021 - donate de Psa Eugenia IMO Fr Mihai -Dumnezeu sa-1
odihneasca in pace!
On 01/24, 2021 - donate de Stanescu Cornelia multa sanatate si la multi ani
pentru fiica el Eugenia Popa;
On 01/31/ 2021 - donate de Psa Eugenia IMO her mother Eugenia - Dumnezeu
sa-o odihneasca in

If you want to donate candles for Holy Altar pace! A DONATION
FOR ALTAR
please see the chart in “epitrop’s area” (pridvor — CANDLES IS
pronaos) and sing up for a Sunday or Holyday. $ 50

COMING EVENTS

1. SYNOD - General Assembly- Sunday, February 14, 2021 at 12:00 pm.

This year the General Assembly will be on online on zoom. Those who cannot be
online, please come to the hall to be present in person (mask required) . Thank you.
Join Zoom Meeting
hitps://us02web.zoom.us/j/8052706936?pwd=Z3JGSGNhZjYITnB3WEIRWXNhOVY4dz09
Meeting ID: 805 270 6936

Passcode: synod

All the reports will be submitted a week before to be read before the meeting. At the

- meeting we will take questions.
Please come to this annual meeting where with discuss about all parish needs
(spiritual, administrative, economical ...). Also, on this meeting, we will vote the new
parish council and this year we will talk more about parking lot project (179 At Water).

THE PASTOR SAYS:
Public education teaches you how to make a living.
Religious education teaches you how to live a life.



https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8052706936?pwd=Z3JGSGNhZjYrTnB3WElRWXNhOVY4dz09

PAGE 6 THE BULLETIN WWW.SAINTMARYMN.ORG

BINECUVANTAREA CASELOR DE BOBOTEAZA

Am savarsit si anul acesta binecuvan-
tarea caselor cu Aghiasma cu partici-
parea dvs. Lasand la o parte distantele,
acesta a fost un moment pastoral
exfraordinar, in care am reusit sa revad
credinciosii la casele lor si sd ne rugdm Va multumim
impreund pentru diferite nevaoi.

Notd: Pentru cei care nu au fost

Este un sentiment frumos si construc- acasa si doresc sa aibd casa bine-
tiv, din punct de vedere spiritual, vazand cuvantatd cu Aghiasma va rugdm
credinciosii doritori de a primi bine- sd ma contactati pentru a stabili o
cuvantarea lui Dumnezeu prin apa programare.
sfintitG si prin rugaciune, si, In acelasi @ 734-497-4544

timp dorinta lor de a ajuta Sf. Biserica.

ESTI TU MEMBRU AL BISERICII?

Cei care 1 iubesc pe Dumnezeu si urmeaza invataturile Lui doresc sa fie
aproape de El si de Biserica Sa. Multumim fratilor si surorilor in credinta
Ortodoxa care ne ajuta s mentinem parohia. Recunostinta noastra fata de
Dumnezeu este dovedita prin masura darniciei fiecaruia. Va rugam, asadar, sa
va luati o clipa si sa spuneti “Multumesc Doamne!” si va indemnam, va rugam,
s continuati activitatea dvs la Sf. Bisericd, atat prin participarea activa la
sfintele slujbe si activitatile randuite, cat si prin trimiterea jertfei voastre de
membrie sau in forma unei donatii constante (pledge donation). Domnul sG
va rasplateasca inzecit!

“Aceastainsa zic: Cel ce seamana cu zgdrcenie, cu zgdrcenie va si seceraq,
iar cel ce seamana cu darnicie, cu darnicie va i secera. Fiecare s dea cum
socoteste cu inima sa, nu cu parere de rau, sau de sila, caci Dumnezeu iu-
beste pe cel care dad cu voie bund. Si Dumnezeu poate sa inmulteasca tot
harul la voi, ca, avand totdeauna toata indestularea in toate, s prisositi spre
fot lucrul bun” (Il Corinteni 9,6-8)
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St. John Dinner Sunday, January 24, 2021, conform to our tradition, we had
St. John Dinner for TO GO . We would like to thank to “sausage team”: Tudor F., Nick M,
Alex G., Adrian C. & to “sarmale team” Psa. Eugenia C., Livia P., Dorina V.T. & Doina N. and
to all hard working volunteers (Anda B.) for their help - preparing and serving the food.

Therefore, from the bottom of our hearts we thank you all for your support.

WE WOULD LIKE TO HAVE YOU among us again next year.

DINNER SPONSORS: Agrigoroae Bolos family ($100) IMO of their uncle Ioan, John &
Georgia Omorean ($250), Tousey Felicia ($ 100) IMO her father Ion and Mirela Felea ($50)
IMO her father Ioan .

To all the donors many thanks and MAY GOD BLESS YOU abundantly with peace, health
and happiness!

“Secular logic has no place at all in spiritual life... Today, increased knowledge and trust in
logic has shaken our faith to its foundations and filled our souls with question marks and
doubts. This is why we don’t have miracles anymore, because a miracle cannot be explained
logically; it can only be experienced. But faith in God will bring down divine power and over-
turn all human expectations. It will perform miracles, resurrect the dead and astonish science.
From the outside, all things pertaining to spiritual life seem upside down.”

St. Paisios the Athonite

CONVOCATION

In compliance with the Constitution and By-laws of The Romanian Orthodox Episco-
pate of America (ARTICLE IX, SECTION 25), we hereby call to order:

The Parish Annual General Assembly of St. Mary’s, St Paul, MN, to
convene on Sunday, February 14th, 2021at 12:00 pm at social hall.

The following agenda will be presented:

1) Invocation of the Holy Spirit.

2) Roll Call of the 2020 membership

3) Selection of the secretary and two (2) tellers (to count the votes).

4) Reading of the minutes of the last meeting of the Parish Council.

5) Discussion and approval of the reports given by the parish priest, Council & aux-
iliary presidents.

6) Financial Report for 2020 given by the treasurer and auditors.

7) Recommendations of the Parish Council.

8) Proposed Budget for 2021.

9) Election of the 2020 Parish Council.

10)Election of the Delegates and Alternates to the Episcopate Congress (for 2 years)

11)End of the Assembly / Closing Prayer




