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EDITATIE LA RUGACIUNE
DUMINICA FEMEII CANAANENCE

Duminca aceasta vom citi la
Sfanta Liturghie o pericopa
evanghelica de la Sf. Matei cap.
15 despre o femeie din partile
Tirului si Sidonului, care a venit
la Mantuitorul si L-a rugat
staruitor sa vindece pe flica ei
care era stapanita de diavol.

Femeia aceasta desi straina
de neam si de credinta se aprop-
le de Domnul si1 ramane la
oarecare distanta pastrand buna
-cuviinta a situatiei sale si nu
numai ca se adreseaza Dom-
nului, ci striga din adancul su-
fletului, adica isi exprima cu
glas mare rugaciunea ei fierb-
inte:,,Miluieste-mda Doamne,
Fiul lui David! Fiica mea este
rau chinuitd de diavol” (Matei
XV, 22). Minunat si placut mod
de adresare! Acesta dovedeste

credinta ei ca lisus Cel caruia I
se adreseaza este Mesia, Ma-
ntuitorul lumii. Strigatul ei
izvora din aceasta credinta put-
ernica si mare in Hristos, din
durerea el neostoitd de mama,
din nenorocirea cea mare si din
mila fata de propriul sau copil.

Iatd un exemplu vrednic de
urmat de catre toti parintii
vremurilor noastre care trebuie
sa se roage permanent pentru
copiii lor. Sa se roage nu numai
pentru tamaduirea lor de bolile
trupesti ci mai ales de bolile lor
sufletesti care devin din ce in ce
mal multe, mal mari si mai
grele. Sa nu inceteze parintii a
se ruga , Doctorului sufletelor si
al trupurilor”.

(Cont. pagina 3)

N EXAMPLE OF PRAYER
AND HUMILITY

This Sunday the Gospel at the
Divine Liturgy St Matthew shows
us the most profound humility of
the Canaanite woman. A mother
was begging for the healing of her
daughter. She cried after the Lord:
“Have mercy on me, O Lord, Thou
Son of David; my daughter is

grievously vexed with a de-
mon” (Mt. 15:22). Now see how
the Lord tested her. At first, He
did not answer her a word. Even
His disciples could not bear it.
Approaching Him, they asked
Him: “Send her away, for she
cried after us” (Mt. 15:23).
(count. in page 2)
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But here, the Lord not only continued
not to pay any attention to her, but simply
pushed her away. “I am not sent but unto
the lost sheep of the house of Israel” (Mt.
15:24).

Doesn’t the same happen to us? At first,
the Lord seems not to hear our prayer, and
then through the circumstances of our life,
seemingly pushes us away. And how many
of us stop our prayer at this point. But not
the Canaanite woman. Approaching, she
bowed to Him and said: “Lord, help
me” (Mt. 15:25). And the Lord? He com-
pared her straight-out with a dog: “It is not
meet to take the children’s bread, and to
cast it to dogs” (Mt. 15:26). 1t is impossible
to put a human being lower. And she
agreed. “Truth, Lord: yet the dogs eat of the
“crumbs which fall from their masters’ ta-
ble” (Mt. 15:27).

Here is accomplished the victory of hu-
mility; here crumbles the illusory wall be-
tween the Lord and the Canaanite woman.
“O woman, great is thy faith: be it done un-
to thee even as thou wilt. And her daughter
was made whole from that very hour” (Mt.
15:28).

“Yet the dogs eat of the crumbs which
fall from their masters’ table.” These words

~him who knocks it will be opened” (Mt 7:7-

of the woman have passed through all the
centuries, reaching us this day; and they
give hope to all those who are completely
without hope. It is up to us to profit from
them or neglect them. Can we humble our-
selves as that woman humbled herself?
The talent is given to us; and if so, that
means — yes, we can! The only thing is
that we must want to accept such a meas-
ure of humility.

There is much to be said about persis-
tence in faith and humility; God rewards
it. In our Moleben Service, we read from
St. Matthew’s Gospel these words of the
Lord “Ask, and it will be given to you;
seek, and you will find; knock, and it will
be opened to you. For everyone who asks
receives, and he who seeks finds, and to

8). The woman of Canaan, in all humility,
sought and found, knocked on the door of
mercy and it was opened to her. May each
one of us have her faith, humility and per-
sistence!

Brothers and sisters! Let us accept it!
Then we will hear the answer of the Lord:
“Be 1t done unto thee even as thou wilt!”

Fii membru al Bisericii!

Cei care 1 iubesc pe Dumnezeu si urmeazd invataturile Lui doresc sa fie
aproape de El si de Biserica Sa. Multumim fratilor si surorilor in credinta Ortodoxd
care ne qjutd s mentinem parohia. Recunostinta noastrd fatd de Dumnezeu este
dovedita prin masura darniciei fiecaruia. Va rugam, asadar, sa va luafi o clipd si sa
indemnam, va rugdm, sa continuatfi
activitatea dvs la Sf. Biserica, atat prin participarea activa la sfintele slujbe si
activitatile rGnduite, cat si prin trimiterea jertfei voastre de membrie sau in forma
unei donatii constante (pledge donation). Domnul s& va rasplateascd inzecit!

spuneti “Multumesc Doamne!” si va
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Rugaciunile fierbinti catre Dumnezeu,
rugaciunile staruitoare si grija deosebita fata
de proprii lor copii i-ar indeparta pe acestia de
microbul rautatii pe care il seamana vicleanul
in sufletele lor ca sa-1 robeasca prin pacat.

descopera bunatatea, dragostea fata de
creaturile Sale s1 mila Sa, caci indata i1
indeplineste rugaciunea spunandu-i: ,fie tie
dupda cum voiesti, si s-a tamaduit fiica ei
din ceasul acela’.

Sunt numeroase cazurile cand rugaciunile
parintilor au intors la cainta pe fiii lor porniti
pe caile pierzarii. Sa ne amintim numai de
Sfanta Monica, cea care prin rugaciunile ei
fierbinti catre Dumne-zeu a facut ca fiul ei cel
desfranat si inrait in pacate sa devina Ferici-
tul Augustin. La rugaciunile sincere si
staruitoare Domnul nostru Iisus Hristos a
raspuns intotdeauna fiind miscat de suferinta
oamenilor.

Desi se vad clar si alte virtuti la aceasta
femeie cum sunt: smerenia, rabdarea,
rugaciunea, bunatatea, dragostea, Domnul
lauda credinta acesteia ca fiind izvorul tu-
turor celorlalte virtuti. De aceea in relatiile
omului cu Dumnezeu credinta este firul de
legatura. Fara credinta nu putem face
nimic, iar Sfantul Apostol Pavel spu-ne ca
Jfard credintd nu este cu putintad sd fim
placuti lut Dumnezeu” (Evrei X1, 6).

Prima data nu-1 raspunde nici un cuvant
pentru ca stiutorul inimilor cunostea credinta
puternica din adancul sufletului ei.
credinta puternica in stare sa suporte orice
incercare si descurajare. Tocmai de aceea
femeia aceasta nu se sminteste, nu se supara,
nu se descurajeaza si nu se departeaza. Ea nu
zice cum poate ar fi fost indreptatita: cum
acest om atat de vestit prin iubirea sa
nemarginita fata de oameni, arata atata
nepasare si indiferenta fata de nefericirea
mea? Nu rosteste aceste cuvinte pe care
adesea le auzim din gura credinciosilor nostri,
cli ea cu sl mal mare incredere in bunatatea
lui Dumnezeu is1 arata credinta el mare si
puternica prin rugaciunile el repetate.

I[ata dar cat de mult folos aduce o
credinta smerita, o credinta fierbinte,
mare, puternica, o credinta staruitoare in
rugaciune. Credinta mamei a vindecat pe

fiica de chinurile groaznice si a devenit |
pilda pentru toate generatiile viitoare de
crestini.

Sa urmam exemplul femeil canaanence
sl sa ne rugam neincetat lui Dumnezeu sa
ne intareasca in credinta. Sa pastram cu
sfintenie nealterata credinta in care ne-am
nascut, si1 sa ne silim ca aceasta credinta a
noastra sa rodeasca prin fapte bune si prin
dra-goste fata de Dumnezeu si de aproape-
le, iar roadele credintei noastre sa fie:

) ) o ) 5 _ . ndragostea, bucuria, pacea, indelunga-
Ea §1 mai ngult Stfj‘rma' Socotind ca rugacls yapdare, bunitatea, facerea de bine,
unea el de la distanta poate este o necuviinta, - credinciogia, blandetea si infrinarea |

1ar strigatele el nu exprima destula evlavie, poftelor” (Galateni V, 22-23).
smerenie si dragoste, se apropie, cade in
genunchi la picioarele Domnului si I se inchi-
na zicand: ,Doamne ajuta-ma” (vers. 25). O
rugaciune rabdatoare si fierbinte care contine
un singur cuvant: ,ajuta-ma”.

Sa rugam pe Bunul Dumnezeu sa re-
verse harul Sau cel ceresc asupra noastra
si asupra tuturor celor ce I se roaga cu
credinta. Sa dea pace sufletelor noastre,
pace in familiile noastre, pace unuia cu al-
tul la locurile noastre de munca, pace in
intreaga lume, iar intre oameni dragoste si
buna intelegere.

Credinta aceasta mare si incercata a fost
rasplatita de Domnul cu prisosinta. Pe langa
faptul ca o lauda pentru credinta ei: ,0,
femeie, mare este credinta ta” Mantuitorul i1si
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imparte din avutul tau celor ce au nevoie si se
afla in suferinta, celor mai saraci dintre semenii
tai, saracii pentru aceasta si fiind lasati in viata
aceasta, pentru ca prin el sa facem dovada
dragostei si recunostintei fata de Dumnezeu si sa
ne invrednicim astfel de rasplata lui Dumnezeu in
vesnicie; de vel vedea alba stralucire a argintului,
nu te lasa sedus de ea, ci gandeste-te ca sufletul
trebuie sa fie alb si stralucitor, prin fapte bune,
intru Hristos; de vel vedea stralucirea aurului, sa
nu te lasi ademenit de ea, ci tine minte ca sufletul
trebuie sa-ti fie asemeni aurului, lamurit prin foc,
si ca Domnul doreste ca tu insuti sa stralucesti ca
soarele In vesnica impérétie a Tatalui Sau, ca sa
vezi neapropiatul Soare al Dreptatii, Dumnezeu
Cel in trei ipostasuri, pe Preasfanta Stapana no-
astra, de Dumnezeu Nascatoarea, si toate puterile
ceresti, si pe toti sfintii, in negraitd lumin3,
patrunsi de lumina revarsata peste ei si stralucind
de ea.

(Sf. Ioan de Kronstadt - Viata mea in Hristos)

ABOUT THE CALENDARS /
DESPRE CALENDARE

Calendarele de perete $10
— se pot procura de Epitropi
in spate, la lumanari (epitrop
= administrator al unui bun,
in special al unei biserici)
Pocket 2021 CALENDAR
(Eng&Rom) - $5
American wall calendar -
are FREE and are now

availlable ... please take one .

lon Capatana $ 200

I MONTHLY OFFERINGS 2021 MEMBERSHIP ($150)
Untura Igor

Anonymous $ 500 - Pledge donation Candet Irina

Nicolae Manciu $ 50 - Pledge donation Stefan Despina

Bolboceanu Maria $ 100 Vasin Dorin

Eugen Turcu $ 100 2022 MEMBERSHIP ($150)
Candet Irina

Liliana Badea $ 30 - Pledge donation .
Bortnova Pracovia

Agrigoroae Bolos V & N $ 400 - Pledge donation Bortnova Alexandru

Elisabeta Vasin $100 Khabulia Olga

Cornelia Stanescu $20 Westervelt Ana

Mariana Feraru $ 100 Agrigoroae Bolos Victor & Nicoleta

PayPal donations
Doina Neculescu $50
Anca Zamfirescu $50
Loredana Jerghiuta $ 100

Panait Cezar, Silvia & Greta
Badea Liliana

Korolchuck Constanta
Omorean John

Omorean-Marinkov Georgia
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CANDLES IN THE FRONT AND INSIDE THE ALTAR
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Ts‘j” On 01/06/ 2022 - donated by Nicolae & Marinela Grigore for good
health of the family;

o On 01/09/ 2022 - donate de Gabriela Jancik family IMO their father
Ion - Dumnezeu sa-1 odihneasca in pace!

On 01/16/ 2022 - donated by Hansen Alex with the occasion of his wife Corina -
La multi ani!

On 01/23, 2022 - donated by Laurie Hedesh IMO Babe Popa;
On 01/31/ 2022 - donate de Prascovia Bortnova for good heath of her family;

If you want to donate candles for Holy Altar A DONATION
FOR ALTAR
please see the chart in “epitrop’s area” (pridvor — CANDLES IS
pronaos) and sing up for a Sunday or Holyday. $ 50

COMING EVENTS

1. StJohn Dinner - Feb. 27, 2022 @12pm
2. SYNOD - General Assembly— Sunday, February 6, 2022 at 12:00 pm.

This year the General Assembly will be on online on zoom. Those who cannot be
online, please come to the hall to be present in person (mask required) . Thank you.
Join Zoom Meeting
hitps://us02web.zoom.us/j/8052706936?pwd=Z3JGSGNhZjYITnB3WEIRWXNhOVY4dz09
Meeting ID: 805 270 6936

Passcode: synod

 All the reports will be submitted a week before to be read before the meeting. At the
meeting we will take questions.
Please come to this annual meeting where with discuss about all parish needs
(spiritual, administrative, economical ...). Also, on this meeting, we will vote the new
parish council .

THE PASTOR SAYS:
Public education teaches you how to make a living.
Religious education teaches you how to live a life.
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BINECUVANTAREA CASELOR DE BOBOTEAZA

Am savarsit si anul acesta binecuvan-
tarea caselor cu Aghiasma cu partici-
parea dvs. Lasand la o parte distantele,
acesta a fost un moment pastoral
exfraordinar, in care am reusit sa revad
credinciosii la casele lor si sd ne rugdm Va multumim
impreund pentru diferite nevaoi.

Notd: Pentru cei care nu au fost

Este un sentiment frumos si construc- acasa si doresc sa aibd casa bine-
tiv, din punct de vedere spiritual, vazand cuvantatd cu Aghiasma va rugdm
credinciosii doritori de a primi bine- sd ma contactati pentru a stabili o
cuvantarea Ilui Dumnezeu prin apa programare.
sfintitG si prin rugaciune, si, In acelasi @ 734-497-4544

timp dorinta lor de a ajuta Sf. Biserica.

A WORD FROM SAINT SILOUAN THE ATHONITE

Love does not depend on time, and the power of love continues always. There
are some who believe that the Lord suffered death for love of man, but because
they do not attain to this love in their own souls it seems to them that it is an old
story of bygone days.

But when the soul knows the love of God by the Holy Spirit he feels without a
shadow of doubt that the Lord is our Father, the closest, the best and dearest of
fathers, and there is no greater happiness than to love God with all our hearts,
~ with all our souls and with all our minds, according to the Lord’s commandment,
and our neighbor as ourselves.

And when this love is in the soul, everything rejoices him; but when it is lost
sight of man cannot find peace, and is troubled, and blames others as if they had
done him an injury, and does not realize that he himself is at fault — he has lost
his love for God and has accused or conceived a hatred for his brother.

Grace proceeds from brotherly love, and by brotherly love grace is preserved;
but if we do not love our brother the grace of God will not come into our souls.




WWW.SAINTMARYMN.ORG THE BULLETIN PAGE 7

If you would like to donate, winter clothes, nonperishable food for FOCUS,
please bring it at the parish hall on Sunday. Also, if you would like to DO-
NATE WINTER CLOTHES and shoes for FOCUS, please contact Fr. Mircea

Vasiu.

“Secular logic has no place at all in spiritual life... Today, increased knowledge and trust in
logic has shaken our faith to its foundations and filled our souls with question marks and
doubts. This is why we don’t have miracles anymore, because a miracle cannot be explained
logically; it can only be experienced. But faith in God will bring down divine power and over-
turn all human expectations. It will perform miracles, resurrect the dead and astonish science.
From the outside, all things pertaining to spiritual life seem upside down.”

St. Paisios the Athonite

CONVOCATION

In compliance with the Constitution and By-laws of The Romanian Orthodox Episco-
pate of America (ARTICLE IX, SECTION 25), we hereby call to order:

The Parish Annual General Assembly of St. Mary’s, St Paul, MN, to
convene on Sunday, February 6th, 2022at 12:00 pm at social hall.

The following agenda will be presented:

1) Invocation of the Holy Spirit.

2) Roll Call of the 2021 membership

3) Selection of the secretary and two (2) tellers (to count the votes).

4) Reading of the minutes of the last meeting of the Parish Council.

5) Discussion and approval of the reports given by the parish priest, Council & aux-
iliary presidents.

6) Financial Report for 2021 given by the treasurer and auditors.

7) Recommendations of the Parish Council.

8) Proposed Budget for 2022.

9) Election of the 2022 Parish Council.

10)End of the Assembly / Closing Prayer
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The beautification of St. Mary Romanian Orthodox Church

The stained glass window project.

Greetings Members and Friends!

As you know, our church was built in 1914 and
our stain-glass windows are the same age —
107 years. They should be restored every 100

years. There are 15 (fifteen) stain glass
windows . Some of them are in very poor
condlition. Due of the high cost, we decided to
extend this project to 3 (three) years —

5 windows each year. The restoration of each
window is expensive , as the re-leading and
installation require special skill and care. All
windows will be protected by a storm/outer
window as shown below, Full, large window
cost: $2600. Medium window: $2100.

All levels of donations will contribute to the
beautification of St. Mary church.

Contribution levels;

PLATINUM DONOR :
( Large window ); $2600 .
>OLD DONOR; (Medium) $2100.
(Full window donors will include gold
tribute plate below window)

SILVER; $1000 and above.
BRONZE; $1-999.

Thank you for your generosity!

Donate now with..

WWW.SAINTMARYMN.ORG
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