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SUNDAY SCHOOL
every Sunday
From Jan.11, 2026
At 11:15am

St John DINNER
Sun. Jan. 25 @ 12:30pm

General Assembly

Sunday, Febl
@ 12pm
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For HOUSE BLESSING

Contact Fr. Mircea to
schedule an appointment

Click here for
CHURCH CALENDAR

In timpul de trecere de la
un an la altul se fac tot felul
de evaluari, se fac bilanturi,
dar, in general, aceste eval-
uari si bilanturi sunt legate
de cele materiale, de pro-
gresul economic. Mai putini
oameni fac bilantul vietii lor
duhovnicesti. Dorim ani mai
buni fara ca noi sa fim mai
buni. Dorim ani mai bogati
in cele materiale fara ca noi
sa fim totdeauna mai bogati
in fapte bune. Dorim multa
fericire, dar nu suntem
totdeauna 1in legatura di-
recta cu Izvorul fericirii Care
este Dumnezeu. De aceea,

noi trebuie sa ne gandim, in

ll l NAN NOU AL MANTUIRII

primul rand, ca fiecare an
pe care il primim de la
Dumnezeu ca an al vietil
noastre este un an al ma-
ntuirii.

Cum rascumparam
timpul pierdut?

Sfanta Scriptura a Noului
Testament ne arata ca timpul
este, acum, timpul mantuirii,
timpul intoarcerii noastre spre
Dumnezeu si al unirii noastre
cu Dumnezeu prin rugaciune,
prin pocainta si prin fapte
bune. Timpul mantuirii: "lata,

acum, vremea potrivita!", zicea
Apostolul Pavel. "lata timpul
mantuirit” (II Cor. 6:2).

Cont. in pagina 3

Every year is a gift but, at
the same time, it is also a step
we take toward God. The sal-
vation is a gift, but it is also a
struggle. The gift is God’s,
but the struggle to change our
mind is ours. In the recent

S TEPS TOWARD SALVATION -THEYEARS

feasts of the Nativiy, Circumci-
sion of Christ and Theophany
we were 1indeed enlightened
and strengthened with virtues
we need in spiritual challeng-

es... (cont.page 2)
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Let us learn from Christ how to pur- WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK all
sue this struggle. our members and supporters for their pray-
ers, steady support and love, for paying
dues and making sacrifices to show how
much they care. Likewise, we thank all
those who served the parish in Council, La-
dies Auxiliary, Church activities or any
other capacities. May God, who sees your
sincere efforts bless you with His Grace
and brighten your life during the coming
year and forever! VA MULTUMIM!

In the Gospel of St. Matthew 4,1-11,
we meet Jesus coming out from the Jor-
dan and being led by the Holy Spirit into
the wilderness. He begins His earthly mis-
sion by fasting for forty days and nights.
What weakness some it strengthen others.
On the month of temptations, Jesus stand
up to Satan, the father of all deceptions
and lies.

The devil doubt His divinity and chal-

lenged Him. He tempted Him to: turn the I H A\ N <<

stone into bread, jump Himself form the

top of the roof top of the Temple and y @ W/

temps Him with the dominion of the

earth. In other words, he temped Jesus by:
food, pride and thirst for power. In turn, We would like to thank everyone

Jesus counter poses to these: the fasting to who brought food for the CHRISTMAS

greed, humility to pride and the command

: : Reception. Your effort is appreciated
of obedience as opposed to the temptation

and we enjoyed the delicious food and

of power. i
pastries.
At the beginning of the year, let us
treat each day as a gift from God and an Multumim tuturor persoanelor care
opportunity to accomplish acts of salva- au adus mdancare si prajituri pentru

tion. Let’s never lose sight of the month of receptia de CRACIUN.
temptations and feed our hearts with the

word of God instead of gluttony. Let as

call on the most holy name of Jesus and We would like to thank our sponsors:
_we shall gain the spiritual discernment to | Nicolae & Marinela Grigore ($ 200)
see the temptations and defeat them by & Nick & Carolyn Manciu($250) &
spiritual means that of gives us the fast, Elena Lozne ($250) and to chairper-
prayer and good deeds. sons Octavian Cornea, Cezar

With such ponderings, I wish all Panait, Nick Maciu, Psa Eugenia

Christ loving faithful a New Year filled to all hard working volunteers for
with spiritual fruits! their help preparing and serving the

A blessed New Year to all!

food, set up the tables & cleaning after
dinner. From the bottom of our hearts

we thank you all for your support and

donations.
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Evaluarea timpului pentru crestini es-

te, deci, mai Intai o evaluare duhov-
niceasca - sa punem inceput bun pentru
anul in care am intrat. Inceput bun are
intelesul de mai multa evlavie, mai multa
rugaciune, mai multa dorinta de fapte
bune, facand asa, sfintim timpul.

Sfantul Apostol Pavel zice, de ase-
menea: "Rdascumpdrati vremea, ca zilele
sunt rele” (Efeseni 5:16). Adesea, cand in
viata noastra sau in istorie se aduna mul-
te rautati, toate acestea nu trebuie sa-l
conduca pe un crestin la disperare, ci la
mai multa nadejde in Dumnezeu decat in
propriile sale puteri, ale omului limitat si
trecator.

Rdascumpdrarea timpului. Ce
inseamna rdscumpdrarea timpului? Cum
pierdut? 1l

rascumparam prin pocainta,

rascumparam timpul
regretand
raul pe care l-am savarsit si hotarandu-ne
sa facem mai mult bine. Sa cerem iertare
lui Dumnezeu pentru timpul pierdut,
pentru timpul neroditor, timpul cuvintelor
fara rodire duhovniceasca, timpul trecut

fara a savarsi fapta cea buna, timpul

petrecut fara lumina in constiinta si

fara i1ubire 1n 1nima. Aceasta
rascumparare a timpului pierdut se
poate face numai in lumea aceasta. Nu
se mai poate face dupa ce am trecut din
lumea aceasta la cele vesnice. De
aceea, Apostolul neamurilor indeamna
zicand: "lata acum vreme potrivita”.
Rascumpararea inseamna, asadar, o

ridicare din starea de cadere si un in-

ceput nou de wviata, pentru a
rascumpara timpul pierdut.
Talharul de pe cruce, prin

pocdintd, in ultima clipa a vietii sale,
a rascumparat timpul pierdut; iar
altii au pierdut intr-o clipa mantui-
rea, ca de plida talharul din stanga
Tuda

oteanul, care L-a vandut pe Iisus.

Mantuitorului, sau Iscari-
Totul depinde de ce legatura sau ati-
tudine duhovniceasca avem noi cu
Dumnezeu, cu Hristos-Imparatul ve-
acurilor.

La Multi Ani Tuturor!

Dragi parinti si copii,
Sunday School va reinceape pe data de 11 Ianuarie. Va rugam sa aduceti copiii
la Sf. Biserica si la Sunday School - in fiecare Duminica la 11:15am

Nu uitati, este foarte important sa aduceti copiii la Sfanta Liturghie pentru a par-
ticipa la slujba, sa se impartaseasca (copiii cei mari trebuie invatati sa nu mandance
nimic dimineata, la fel cum trebuie sd facd si parintii), iar apoi, la Sunday School
vor invata rugaciuni si vor dobandi diferite cunostinte despre Dumnezeu si religia
orodoxa, pe care sa le poata folosi in biserica si in viata de zi cu zi, pe viitor.

Va rugdm sa va indreptati toate eforturile in acest an, pentru a oferi copiilor dvs.
hrana duhovniceasca de care au asa multa nevoie .
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We would like to thank Psa Anca Vasiu

Liuba Didenco Gamart who prepared the Christmas program

their children for Christmas program.

& Valentina Liutcan &

with our children this year and to all the parents who brought

CHRISTMAS DONATIONS

Corina Tasi $ 300
Daniela Gheorhge $ 100
John Stanek $ 30

Maria & Despina Stefan  $100
Fr. Vasiu, Mircea & PSA Anca $ 100

Marilyn Fibison $ 500
Helena Orlandi $ 270
Omorean Family $ 200
Rankin Catherine $ 250
Silvia Antonescu $ 100
Neculescu Cristian & Doina $100
Badea, Liliana $ 50

Psa Eugenia Cerghizan $ 100
Dora Huisheere $ 20

Liutcan Valentina $ 50

Jancik James & Ecaterina $ 200

Vincze-Turcean,Mihaly&Dorina $ 150

Maria Stefan

Diana Trifa

Ziemet, Mary
Ardeleanu, Irinel
Panait, Cezar & Silvia
Adrian Pirvu
Ungureanu, Ion
Sergiu & Mihaela Lisnic
Julian Larson
Deborah Muntean
Manciu, Nicholas
Constanta Korolchuk
Stefan Ciumac
Georgeta Poliac

Luca Dan

$ 100
$1,000
$ 100
$ 100
$ 100
$ 100
$ 200
$ 350
$ 100
$ 25
$ 100
$ 100
$ 500
$ 100
$ 250

Nicoleta & Razvan Cornea $ 200
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If you would like to donate, winter
clothes, nonperishable food for FOCUS,
please bring it at the parish hall on Sun-
day. Also, if you would like to DONATE
WINTER CLOTHES and shoes for FO-
CUS, please contact Fr. Mircea Vasiu.
We are also looking for sponsors and
volunteers for our dinner to FOCUS

MN on Sunday Feb. 8, 2026

COFFEE HOUR: We would like to thank Psa

Anca for organizing the coffee hour, to Psa

Eugenia & Mirela Oliva for their help and to all

the supporters & donors in the last months :

Carmen Husar, Silvia Panait, , Valentina Liutcan,

Gabriela Jancik, Raisa Crihan, Mariana Feraru,

Familia Ardeleanu

We are looking for coffee hour sponsors.

Please seelcontact Psa Anca for details.

[MON THLY OFFERINGS

Anonymous $ 250 Doina Neculescu $50

Elena Lozne $ 250 Anca Zamfirescu $ 50

Badea Liliana $ 50 - Pledge donation Elena & Serban Simian $ 200

Nicholas Manciu $ 150 - pledge donation Camelia Florea $ 100 Christmas
Constanta Korolchuk ~ $ 100 - Pledge donation Stefan Ciumac $ 500 Christmas

$ 60 - IMO his mother Sabina
$ 250
$ 100

Online donation
$ 100 -IMO his brothers Leo &
Traian

- IMO Ann Marinkov

Cezar Panait
Neacsu Costel

Ziemet, Mary
John Omorean

Georgia Omorean $50
Valeriu & Jessica Bortnov $ 200
Alexa, Margelusa, Maya & Stefan 2025 membership

Dan  Luca 2025 membership
Denis Schiopu 2025 membership
Turcu Serghei 2025 membership
Oana Ivan 2025 membership

Brinzila Andrei 2025 membership

2025 MEMBERSHIP ($175/person)
Larson Juliann
Ciofoaia Victor & Elena
Agrigoroae Bolos Victor & Nicoleta
Didenco Fiodor
Viorel Gheorghe
Cernea Aurel
Ferararu Mariana
Graf Luminita
Rimbu Alina

Ungureanu lon
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CANDLES IN THE FRONT AND INSIDE THE ALTAR

Py 0

m! On 12/06, donate de familia Corneliu Druta pentru binecuvatare si sanatate;
AGAL A On 12/07 - donated by Georgia M. Omorean IMO her mother Ann & broth-
T ; er Nicholas ; May God rest them in peace!

On 12/14 - donated by Ardeleanu family IMO their departed beloved;

< > On 12/21 - donated by Carmen Husar IMO her husband Lucian & her
mother Lucretia - Dumnezeu sa-1 ierte si sa 11 odihneasca!

On 12/25 - donated by Corina & Alex Hassen for blessings and good health;
On 12/26 - donated by Agrigoroae Bolos for health and blessings;
On 12/28 - donate de Elisabeta Vasin IMO her husband Dorin - Dumnezeu sa-1

il

gy
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odihneasca!
A DONATION FOR
If you want to donate candles for Holy Altar ALTAR CANDLES IS
please see the chart in “epitrop’s area” (pridvor - $ 50
pronaos) and sign up for a Sunday or Holyday.

COMING EVENTS

1. House blessing — January 2026 — to schedule an appointment, please call Fr. Mircea at 734-497-
4544,

2. St. John Dinner- Sunday, January 25 at 12:30 pm For more details see the flyer or our web site
www.saintmarymn.org

3. SYNOD - General Assembly — Sunday, February 1, 2026 at 12:00 pm (Divine Liturgy at 9:45am)
4. MARTISOR DINNER On Sunday February 22" @12pm

5. Cooperative Catechism WINTER/SPRING 2026 (free courses) — every Monday night 7:00pm —
-9:00pm, starting with January 5, 2026 at St George Greek Orthodox Church — 1111 Summit Ave, St
Paul, MN 55105. For more information go to PLEASE REGISTER ONLINE:

6. Ladies Auxiliary Meeting — Sunday, February 15 at 12:30pm

Va reamintim tuturor si va rugam sa sprijiniti Biserica, fiti membrii activi
ai parohiei noastre. Speram ca toti credinciosii nostri sa inteleaga nevoile
reale ale Bisericii si sa ne ajute cu darurile dragostei si credintei lor.



http://www.saintmarymn.org
http://www.stgeorgegoc.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfjL92VdAG8E7D-DNeK2QkYfNip2oJyM9dW6tt-qI249J-PHQ/viewform

0 S /%/7 Komanian Orthodow Charok

St Jokn Divner

SUNDAY
January 25, 2026

Dinner served at 12:30 p.m.

Jon us after Divine Liturgy
For an
a I/Ltl/l CV\thC MENU
Rmi“a Wi di Traditional Romanian
Dinwner! Food
&
Pastries
W % \&%
RAS SPONSDR S
WELC™ME
ROMANIAN FOLK DANCE ENSEMBLE

854 Woodbridge
(at 189 Atwater St.)
St Paul, MN 55117
651-488-5669
www.saintmarymn.org
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HOUSE BLESSINGS
BINECUVANTAREA CASELOR DE BOBOTEAZA

Binecuvantarea casel este o lerurgie prin care
Biserica vine in casa noastra. Crucea de pe
Sfantul Altar este adusa in casa noastra, iar casa
este sfintita cu aghiasma mare; se fac rugaciuni
pentru familie, pentru binele lor si binecuvan-
tarea anului in care am intrat.

The home blessing is a sacred service when the
Church comes into our home. The Cross from the
Holy Altar will be brought on our family table
and the house will be blessed with Holy Water.

During the Feast of Theophany we also cele-
brate the Agiasmos or Holy Water Great Blessing
service. Remembering Christ’s Baptism and
cleansing of Jordan River, we ask Him and the
Holy Spirit to cleanse and sanctify the water of-
fered Him. Then the priest takes the holy water

and sprinkles the faithful. To empha-
size the reality, a strong Orthodox tra-
dition at the time of Theophany is for
the faithful to invite the priest to their
home to bless it with the Holy Water.
Thereby, the sanctifying waters of Jor-
dan are brought into each and every
home to make holy its structure and
inhabitants.

Fr. Mircea will start to bless hous-
es on dJanuary 3. Pentru sfintirea
caselor, vd rugdm sa sunati pe Pr.
Mircea Vasiu 734-497-4544 sau scrieti
un mesaj la frmirceavasiu@yahoo.com.
Va multumim!

CUM ASTEPTAM VIZITA
PARINTELUI?

Pe o fata de masa, asezati un vas cu apa
rece, o lumanare, o icoana sau o cruce si lista
(pomelnicul) cu numele celor vii din familie.
Va rugam opriti televizorul sau radio. Daca
aveti musafiri, explicati-le semnificatia
slujbei si invitati-1 sa participe la rugaciune.
La sfarsitul rugaciunii, luati lumanarea si
conduceti pe Parintele prin camera, ca sa fie
sfintite.

WHILE WAITING FOR THE PRIEST

On a festive tablecloth please set a bowl
with fresh water, a candle and an icon or
a cross and the list of names (Dyptics or
Pomelnic) of all the living members of the
household to be remembered in prayer.
Please turn TV or radio off and refrain
from smoking during service. If you are
having guests, please explain to them
what this means and invite them to pray
with us.

We need your input! 2026 Parish Council

Every New Year is a new beginning! We are now about to elect a
new Council and we need new ideas. The Nominating Committee for
the new Parish Council has been appointed. The members of the com-
mittee will present to the Parish Assembly — Synod — a list of members
to be approved for this service. WE NEED FAITHFUL MEN AND
WOMEN OF ALL PROFESSIONAL AND SKILLS, in order to have
an affective and capable council next year. If you are a member and
like to be part of St. Mary Parish Council next year, please contact one
of the nominating committee: Fr. Mircea, Georgia M Omorean or Adri-

an Pirvu. Thank you.
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Multumim copitlor  si
¥ parintilor din parohia noastrd,
care au participat anul acesta
la vestirea Nasterii Domnului
in casele credinciosilor, prin
frumoasele colinde traditionale
de Crdaciun, dar in acelasi timp
multumim si celor care ne-au
primit in casele lor.

This year, the caroling
group collected & do-
nated § 2,400 to our
parish.

LA MULTI ANT!

CONVOCATION

In compliance with the Constitution and By-laws of The Romanian Orthodox Episco-
pate of America (ARTICLE IX, SECTION 25), we hereby call to order:

The Parish Annual General Assembly of St. Mary, St Paul, MN, to
convene on Sunday, February 1st, 2026 at 12:00 am at social hall.

The following agenda will be presented;

1) Invocation of the Holy Spirit.

2) Roll Call of the 2025 membership

3) Approval of the Agenda

4) Selection of two (2) tellers (to count the votes).

5) Reading of the minutes of the last meeting of the Parish Council.

6) Discussion and approval of oral reports given by the parish priest, Council & aux-
iliary presidents.

7) Financial Report for 2025 given by the treasurer and auditors.

8) Proposed Budget for 2026.

9) Election of the 2026 Parish Council.

10)End of the Assembly / Closing Prayer




